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SCHOOL BUS SERVICES — DAWESVILLE 
Grievance 

DR K.D. HAMES (Dawesville — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [9.04 am]: My grievance is to the 
Minister for Planning and Infrastructure and concerns buses in my electorate. This is the second grievance I have 
made on the issue of buses, but this grievance is a little different from the first. The point I make is that there is 
still a huge amount of angst about school buses amongst parents in my electorate. One problem that has arisen is 
not the fault of the government. It concerns access to schools. Dawesville Catholic Primary School has been built 
next to Ocean Road Primary School, and there is only one vehicle access point between those schools and Old 
Coast Road. It is enormously difficult for traffic to get in and out of that area. Therefore, parents would 
obviously prefer to bus their children to school where possible. There are 800 children attending the two schools. 
I was approached by parents from only one of the schools, so I do not know how many children from the other 
school, which is about double the size of that school, would want to be able to catch a bus. The other issue, and 
one the minister knows well, concerns the huge volume of traffic on Old Coast Road. That huge volume of 
traffic will remain on Old Coast Road until the deviation is completed. That project is going well, but in the 
meantime, a massive volume of traffic continues to travel along Old Coast Road. Parents do not want their 
children to catch a bus from Old Coast Road because of the volume of traffic.  

I will quickly read from the letter written by the lady who came to see me. She is from a group called the Parents 
and Friends Bus Committee. A special committee was formed to deal with bus issues! I will read only the first 
half of the letter because she gets a little emotional in the second half. The letter was written some time ago—in 
April last year—and states — 

Apparently we ARE going to be getting a school bus, starting at the end of July, when the train station 
opens up. The bus will be going pretty much down the highway. It will NOT be deviating into Pleasant 
Grove. So all of you who live in Pleasant Grove, will you send your children to catch a safe school bus, 
and they have to cross a FOUR LANE HIGHWAY WHERE TRAFFIC IS DOING 90km HOUR, OR 
FASTER? I KNOW I WOULD BE WORRIED! I’m not sure at this stage how many children we have 
in Pleasant Grove, — 

That is where the lady lives — 

because we have many new families that I have not spotted on the map in the school office, but, at my 
last count there was ELEVEN students (the youngest being only 6 years old). The Mandurah Catholic 
College students get picked up from bus stops all through Pleasant Grove, as do the Frederick Irwin 
school children. There is also a bus stop AND SHELTER where the bus can do a turn around half way 
down Pleasant Grove circle where the Halls Head students and the Falcon Primary school children get 
on and off the bus. This is getting beyond a joke that we as parents still have to fight to get a decent 
SAFE bus service for our children.  

The minister is talking. That makes things difficult, because I want to tell her what I have done to address this 
issue. I know the minister wants to get some advice, but I ask her to listen to what I am saying. I did the right 
thing: instead of just complaining to the minister, I asked the teacher to go back to the school and to send out a 
petition asking all parents whether their children would catch a bus if it were available. I note that it is very easy 
for people to say, “Yes, we would catch a bus”, and then nobody would catch the bus. I have not yet received all 
the responses as some are still coming in. At this stage, 94 families out of 177 at the school have responded. Of 
those, 25 families are already using a school bus service. Eight families said they would not use a bus service for 
various reasons, such as living close enough for their children to walk to school. I received another 56 responses 
from families saying that they do not currently use such a service but that they would. The survey talked about a 
dedicated bus service for schoolchildren. I know the minister and the government have a problem with providing 
a bus only for children. I do not know what other people who wanted to catch the bus would be told other than 
that they could not get on it. I do not know the minister’s attitude towards that, and I do not know how many of 
these 56 families would still let their children catch the bus if other people were to get on it. One would certainly 
think that very many people would use the bus at the time of day the children catch it to and from school. I asked 
the parents to put together a bus route that they believed would address their concerns. They have done that and I 
have given a copy to the minister. It varies to only a small degree in a couple of critical areas from a combination 
of a couple of the existing bus routes. All that is needed is a minor deviation to allow the bus to collect kids away 
from the highway. It is an enormously busy highway, and a slight deviation in the bus route would allow 
children to safely walk to catch the bus and not have to confront a busy highway. People are unwilling to risk 
their children’s safety by sending them out to catch a bus on a highway. We should remember that only within 
the past few months a young girl was hit by a vehicle on the same stretch of road and is now in hospital with 
serious injuries. Although she is a teenage girl, she was walking along exactly the same stretch of road that 
younger children have to walk along to catch their bus to go to school.  
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I raise with the minister the slightly different issue of children having to stand on buses. I have said previously 
that children are standing for an hour in some cases. I asked a parent to time her child’s standing time last week; 
the child was standing on the bus for 35 minutes. One might say that that is not long in the total context of 
things. The problem is that it happens every day, in areas in which vehicles are travelling at up to 80 kilometres 
an hour.  

MS A.J.G. MacTIERNAN (Armadale — Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [9.11 am]: I asked the 
member for Dawesville after his last grievance to provide me with information so that I could check it. I am very 
keen to look at that information and see that particular circumstance.  

This is a complex issue, particularly for non-government schools. Non-government primary schools seek to draw 
children from a much broader catchment than do government schools; hence they have bigger transport needs. 
The question is to what extent there should be additional taxpayer assistance to deal with this task. As I 
understand it, Dawesville Catholic Primary School was previously located in Mandurah and relocated to 
Dawesville. Indeed, I have to say that before the school relocated, the Public Transport Authority warned that it 
really should consider the availability of transport and other transport consequences of moving to Dawesville. As 
the member for Dawesville pointed out, there is a state primary school in Dawesville, but its catchment is a lot 
more confined, so it does not generate this level of problem. A decision was made by the school to move for 
whatever reason, and that has created some issues. 

Dr K.D. Hames: There was a lack of space at their original site. It was a sensible move. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: It may have been. It is also incumbent upon private schools to consider such things. 
We certainly attempt to accommodate them, and as the member will know, deviations of some of these bus 
routes go right into the school area. There are four buses in the morning and four in the afternoon that basically 
deviate from the usual route to service the school. Some of the deviations requested by the member would result 
in children on the other side of Old Coast Road having to travel a lot further. They would have to cross Old 
Coast Road to get to where the new bus stops are, because there would be a deviation to the south of Old Coast 
Road. 

Dr K.D. Hames: That’s not true. It was always going on one side of Old Coast Road and it still does, so it 
covers a large percentage of the area. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: The bus routes that I have, the 594 and the 592 routes, actually go straight down 
through the Erskine area. As I understand it, one of the proposed deviations would go a long way down. We are 
looking at the Falcon route, which is a general service; it is not a dedicated school service and we do not intend 
to provide a dedicated school service. The Falcon route would require a very considerable deviation because of 
the way this old-fashioned subdivision is set out. There is only one road in and one road out. I am not quite sure 
how far in — 

Dr K.D. Hames: I think what you might be missing is your own map showing the route that’s already taken. 
That bus service—the 592—already goes out through Falcon. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: Not through the part of Falcon that, as I understand it, the member wanted the bus 
route to go through. I am happy to look at that route afterwards, although if it already goes out there, why are 
they not catching the bus? 

Dr K.D. Hames: Because it does not come down the other side—the Pleasant Grove side—and it doesn’t go out 
to Halls Head. They’re the two key differences. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: If this bus were to deviate to that side and then come back and deviate to the other 
side, can the member imagine how long it would take? 

Dr K.D. Hames: Ten minutes. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: What I have been advised is contrary to what the member is saying. 

Dr K.D. Hames: I’m happy to show you afterwards. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: I am happy to have a look, but there has to be some responsibility on the part of 
these private schools. We have structured the public service as far as possible to meet the needs of Dawesville 
Catholic Primary School, but at the end of the day it will have to consider whether it wants a dedicated school 
bus to service its expanded catchment. It is not the responsibility, nor will it ever be the responsibility, of 
Transperth to take to school unaccompanied children aged three and four. It was suggested at one stage that we 
need to provide a door-to-door service to take these very small children to school; I really think that is 
unreasonable. There is a large demand for public transport. We are constantly putting expansions in place. We 
are very mindful of that and we are always trying to get more money out of the Treasurer. There will be a limit 
to how tailor-made, how door-to-door, we can make those services. I am happy to meet and talk to the member 
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afterwards, and look at the deviations he proposes. If it can be made reasonably workable, we will consider it. 
However, I think that when private schools seek to relocate, they really need to give some thought to how they 
will service their catchments, and whether they need to put on dedicated bus services—as have some private 
schools, such as All Saints’ College in Bull Creek—to ensure that they can get all their students to school. 
 


